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TO THE READER. 



In modifying Th. Licquet’s Rouen-Guide, 
the success and merit of which is undeniably 
established by five editions prior to this , in 
abridging a few chapters of this itinerary, 
we have only thought of the accommodation 
of the traveller who, obliged to hurry his 
course, has often only twenty four hours to 
spend within our walls , and would feel rather 
afraid to have to go through more than 400 
pages in order to obtain some useful informa- 
tion during his short stay. Nowadays, when 
more than ever, time the materials out of 
which life is made, is accounted so very 
precious, when every one hastens with all 
speed; when the railways, those rapid and 
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a TO THE READER, 

almost aerial conveyances, have superseded 
oqr good old highways , given a new activity 
to business and increased the enjoyments of 
the tourist, we imagine that the impatient 
traveller wants a native Cicerone as concise 
as possible , just to see conveniently and in a 
short time , all that is curious and useful in 
the old capital of Normandy. And for Rouen 
more than any other town , that Cicerone was 
quite a desideratum. Rouen, the commercial 
and industrious town, the town with narrow 
and winding streets , with old houses , wide 
bulwarks, extensive suburbs, the historical 
town with numerous and splendid monuments, 
is so peculiarly bounded by the verdant hills 
which surround it , that its artistic curiosities, 
its buildings seem , as it were , unknown and 
nearly lost, except however a few churches 
which , just to use the expression of a clever 
and witty critic, lift up their heads above the 
crowded houses, as though to breathe more 
freely. 

If we look upon the plan of Rouen , and 
draw a line from the north to the south. 
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TO THE READER, 
thit is from the Suspension Bridge to Beau- 
voisine square (place Beauvoisine), and thus 
dividing the town into two parts nearly equal, 
east and west, we shall walk through each 
^ part in its turn and explore them separately. 
The suburb of Saint- Sever, from its situa- 
tion upon the other side of the river Seine , 
its extent and commercial importance , will 
be the object of a third walk. If we take 
the Cathedral as a center, we shall take care 
to enumerate what is remarkable in every 
quarter, and, as much as possible, not to 
forget any thing in our way , as we go on. 

The itinerary of the different walks will 
serve as an introduction to this volume , and 
yet we shall not swerve from the methodical 
classification which the author had in view. 

Taking our inspiration from the former 
dispositions of this little book, we now add 
to it , as a necessary complement , a concise 
description of the many surrounding localities 
which, from their picturesque or historical 
attractions, are the object of frequent excur- 
sions. 
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IV TO THE READER. 

Thus to present in a few pages, under the 
auspices of Th. Licquet, who was carried off 
so very young from the Belles-Lettres, history 
and archeology, to present, do we say, the 
annals of Rouen, the description of its ancient 
monuments and of its environs , to point out 
to the learned and attentive foreigner all that 
is worthy of his attention , in shdrt to become 
his Vade Mecum, his indispensable Hand-Book, 
such has been the end we have aimed at, 
and we shall feel very happy, if we have 
attained it. 

Ed. F. 
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ITINERARY 

of the first walk , eastward . 

( The reader will be pleased to reTer to the pages indicated 
where he will find a description of the places worthy of 
his notice, and to which we would call his attention.) 

TheCathedral, southern portal named la Calende 30 

Carved stone Houses, rue du Change 114 

Fontaine Lisieux , rue de la Savonnerie 124 

An old wooden house , named de Caradas , 

same street 114 • 

The Halles and the monument called that of 
Saint-Romain , Haute-Vieille-Tour square. 88 
The Martainville Barracks and Champ de Mars. 108 
The church of St-Paul and Ste-Catherine hill. 73 
Hospice Gdndral ( General Hospital ) , rue Bour- 

gerue lot 

Fontaine de la Croix-de-Pierre ( the Stone Cross 

Fountain ) 122 

The church of Saint-Vivien , . . 70 

The church of Saint-Nicaise 67 

The Monumental Cemetery 156 

The Boulevards 148 

Museums of Antiquities and of natural History. 136 
The Lyceum ( Lycde or College ) and its church. 98 
The church of Saint>Ouen , Chambre aux Clercs 

and public Garden 43 

HOtel de Yille ( the Town Hall ) 79 
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VI 



ITINERARY 



The Library and Picture Gallery 12? 

Salle de l'Acadgmie ( the Hall where the Aca- 
demy holds its meetings.) 13*. 

The church of Saint-Maclou and the ailre of 

Saint-Maclou . . . 51 

Cathedral, the northern portal, named des IA- 
braires ( the portal of the booksellers ) , rue 
Saint-Romain 38 

Second Walk , westward. 

Cathedral , the great western front . 35 

Ancien Bureau des Finances ( the old Board of 
Exchequer ) , place Notre-Dame ( our Lady's 

or Cathedral square) 112 

Th£Atre-des- Arts , at the corner of la rue Grand- 

Pont and of la rue des Charrettes 1*5 

Wharfs (quais) french and foreign ships. . . 119 
The statue of Boieldieu , and the Bolieldieu wharf. 1 
The Consuls or Exchange ( la Bourse couverte ), 
the Tribunal of Commerce and Chambre de 

Commerce 9? 

Post-Office , quai du Havre , 19 , Qulvremont- 

H6tel 

Custom-House , quai du Havre 94 

The church of Saint-Vincent (»8 

The church of Saint-filoi (the protestant church.) 7f 

Bank (Branch-Bank of France) 

Place de la Pucelle (the Mftid of Orleans square). 12< 
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OF THE WALKS. vii 

The Bourgtheroulde H6tel. . , 109 

The Great Corneille’s house, rue de la Pie. ill 
Prefecture of the Lower-Seine and departmental 

Archives, rue de Fontenelle 132 

The church of la Madeleine. 58 

Hdtel-Dieu (the hospital). . ; 99 

The church of Saint-Gervais and its crypt. . . 71 

The house of Fontenelle , rue des Bons-Enfants. 114 

The church of Saint-Patrice 56 

The Boulevards 148 

The church of Saint- Romain 61 

The Terminus of the Paris , Havre and Dieppe 

railway , rue Yerte . 158 

The keep or donjon of Philippe-Auguste castle, 
convent of the Ursulines , rue Morand. . . 11 

The church of Saint-Godard 65 

The tower of Saint-Laurent 78 

Palais de Justice. 82 

Jouvenet’s house, rue aux Juifs 114 

Two ancient wooden houses, Grand’Rue. . . 114 

The Grosse - Horloge steeple ( the Belfry or 

Alarm Bell) 86 

Cathedral , 1’Albane Court and cloister , wes- 
tern side 39 

Third Walk, Samt-Sever suburb . 

The wharfs, Brune’s house and suspension Bridge 1 1 8 
Saint-Sever Barracks 108 
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VIII 



ITINERARY. 



The church of the Emmurges and Gas-Works , 



rue des Emmurees. 

The church of Saint-Sever 59 

Lunatic Asylum (for females only), St- Yon , 
rue Saint-Julien 101 



Ancient priory of Saint-Julien and Asylum for 
young offenders (Maison de jeunes detenus), 
at the end of the Caen road. . . . 108 and 167 



The flax spinning factory , Caen road , cotton 
spinning factories, weaving establishments 

and founderies 12 

The botanic Garden ( Trianon ) , at the end of 
rue d’Elbeuf lit 



Abattoirs (Slaughter-Houses) , near Sotteville. 96 
Mess” Buddicom et C°. works, for the con- 
struction of steam engines, at Sotteville. . . 159 
Lunatic Asylum (for men) at Quatre-Mares . . 104 



Grand-Cours 146 

Rouen and Paris railway 158 



The Stone Bridge and Statue of Corneille. . . 115 

The Gas-Works , in the island called Lacroix. 
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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION. 

Caesar, in his Commentaries does not speak of 
Rouen; Pomponius Mela, does not mention it in 
his Geography ; Ptolemy is the first author who 
has noticed it. This observation alone will shew 
the absurdity of the numerous etymologies assi- 
gned to its name of Rothomagus , of which we 
have made Rouen. The least unlikely are those 
which have been taken from the primitive lan- 
guage of the country ; but , even then we can only 
form conjectures more or less vague, as, in deriving 
Rothomagus from two Celtic words , some have 
considered that this name signifies a great town ; 
others, a town on the bank of a river ; while others 
again a town where duties were paid. 

Ptolemy then gives us a commencement to the 
history of Rouen. In his lifetime , that is to say, 
during the first part of the second century, Rouen 
bore the name of Rothomagus ; it was the capital 
of the country of the Velocasses. 

1 



Digitized by Google 




2 HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION. 

If Rouen , as a town of Gaul , is little known 
to us , Rouen as a Roman town is more so. Its 
existence is no longer doubtful ; its importance 
even is proved. All suppositions join to make one 
think that the Romans were the first who erected 
external fortifications round the town. Remains 
of walls evidently built by that people, were 
discovered in 1789 in the cellars of a house which 
had been built on the edge of the first ditch ! , These 
buildings extended westward even under the 
church of Saint-Lo, and it is very probable that 
they joined towards the east with other remains of 
roman architecture, found in digging the founda- 
tions of another house, 2, rue de la Chalne. 

Here then, is the first boundary of Rouen under 
the Romans, and drawn out by them: on the 
south the Seine, the waters of which at this time 
came as high as the line occupied at present by 
the rue des Bonnetiers , the place de la Calende, 
that of Notre-Dame on its southern portion, and 
thus along to the extremity of the rue aux Ours. 
On the north , the ditch which extended the 
whole length of the streets Gericault, and FossSs- 



1 It is the sugar refinery of M. Sautelet , rue des 
Carmes , opposite the place of the same name. 
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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION. 

Louis VIII , that is to say, from the river Robec at 
the east , to the rue de la Poterne at the west. From 
the latter point draw a line in a southern direc- 
tion passing across the New-Market, the rue 
Massacre and the rue des Vergetiers, to the rue 
aux Ours and you will have the western limit . The 
eastern limit is naturally marked out by the 
course of the Robec. The town maintained this 
boundary till the xth century, the period of the 
establishment of Rollon, in this portionof Neustria 
to which the Normans gave their name. 

I have already said , that Rouen was an impor- 
tant town under the Romans , and this truth is 
proved by the fact. It does not figure, it is true, in 
the notice of the dignities of the Empire, as the 
seat of a superior magistrate, but , nevertheless it 
is spoken of, as a town having a garrison, and, 
it was there that the prasf ictus militum Ursarien - 
sium or the prefect of the regiment of the Ursa- 
rians, resided. 

The ecclesiastical annals also prove the impor- 
tance of Rouen at this period. We find, in fact, 
during the first ages of Christianity, the apostles 
coming into Gaul , going to Rouen , and fixing 
their abode in a principal town that the sacred 
word might be more easily spread thro* the 
surrounding country. 



Digitized by Google 




\ * HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION. 

As saint Nicaise did not come to Rouen , we 
must consider saint Mellon , as its most ancient 
bishop. The erection , or the consecration of a first 
chapel in Rouen , under the patronage of the 
Virgin , is the only important event which the life 
of this prelate contains. As to the destruction of a 
temple dedicated to the pretended idol Roth , I 
tkink I have proved in an other work 1 , first , that 
there never existed an idol of that name, neither 
was the temple situated on the ground occupied 
by the church of Saint-Lo; secondly, that this 
temple was demolished by Saint-Romain , nearly 
four hundred years later. 

Nothing very remarkable happened at Rouen, 
under the successors of saint Mellon , until saint 
Victrice. But , here commences a new era for the 
town. Its population increases, its reputation ex- 
tends, the temples of the true God are multiplied ; 
even saint Victrice himself works in their erec- 
tion : « He rolls the stones with his own hands, he 
carries them on his shoulders. » 

This town continued its career peaceably 
during nearly a century , until Saint-Godard 



1 Recherches sur I'histoire religieuse , morale et lit~ 
ttraire de Rotten , depuis les premiers temps jusqu’a 
Rollon. Rouen, J. Frcre, 182i>, Svo. 
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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION. 5 

succeeded to the episcopate. Then we come to a 
great historical transition. 

The Roman power had been long struggling 
against the encroachments of the Francs in Gaul. 
Clovis , conquers the provinces situated between 
the Somme, the Seine and the Aisne ; the monarchy 
commences, and Rouen becomes a French town. 

To saint Godard who died in 5*29, Flavius 
succeeded the same year. The first foundation by 
Clotaire I, of the abbey of Saint-Peter, now Saint- 
Ouen , about the year 540 , is attributed to him. 

After Flavius , came Pretextat , whose name 
alone reminds us of those of two women , unfor- 
tunately too celebrated : Fredegonde and Brune- 
haut. The latter had been exiled to Rouen , by 
Chilperic , king of Soissons , Merov6e , son of 
Chilperic , loved Brunchaut and was loved by 
her. He came to Rouen, and married his mistress ; 
Pretextat blessed their union. Chilperic arrives 
and the two lovers take refuge in the church of 
Saint-Martin sur Renelle , a wooden building , on 
the wall of the town. It is to Gregory of Tours that 
we owe this information which is valuable, in as 
much , as it makes us acquainted with the limits 
of Rouen on the north-west side at this period. 

Fr6d6gonde did not pardon Pretextat^ she caused 
him to be murdered, during mass, in the Cathedral . 

1 
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6 HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION. 

The episcopate of Melance and of Hidulfe, 
the successors to Pretextat, offers no very parti- 
cular circumstances. That' of saint Romain, is 
much more remarkable, for the destruction of 
heathen temples , and the famous miracle of the 
Gargouille , which , gave birth to the privilege 
not less famous, which the chapter possessed of 
setting at liberty a prisoner every year. It is 
thought generally, however, that saint Romain , 
constructed one of the churches, which succeeded „ 
each other on the site of the Cathedral , but , 
they were mistaken who said that this bishop 
extirpated paganism from Rouen , and from 
the province. Saint Ouen , who came after Saint- 
Romain, found the people clownish, supers- 
titious, and idolatrous, in consequence of the 
negligence of some bishops, his predecessors. The 
inhabitants of the neighbouring country, were 
coarse, cruel and dishonest ; morals and sciences 
were cultivated only among the higher classes of 
society. We find in the preface to the life of saint 
Eloi by saint Ouen , that , even in the viith cen- 
tury, they read authors of whose works nothing 
now remains. 

Saint Ouen , founded or enriched a great many 
religious establishments in Rouen and its envi- 
rons. It was under his episcopate, that a monument 
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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION. 7 

was first raised to Saint-Nicaise within the walls 
of Rouen. He also caused to be built the celebrated 
abbeys of Fontenelle (since Saint-Wandrille) 
Jumieges, and Saint-Austreberthe. 

In the time of this archbishop, there was a state 
prison near the end of the rue de la Poterne. It 
was in this prison that saint Ouen , having been 
deceived by the mayor of the palace Ebroin , 
caused Philibert the first Abbot of Jumieges to 
be confined on a false accusation of the crime of 
high-treason. 

To saint Ouen, Ansbert succeeded in 683; at 
this time doubtless the mechanical arts were not 
very far advanced in Rouen, since the new 
bishop, wishing to erect a rich mausoleum to his 
predecessor, sent for workmen from different 
provinces. 

According to the monk Aigrad , a great famine 
took place in Rouen and its neighbourhood , du- 
ring the episcopate of Ansbert , who caused the 
treasures of the church to be given, for the relief 
of the poor. 

Here , the history of Rouen is lost in obscurity ; 
our materials are reduced, we may almost say, to 
the mere list of bishops, until the time when the 
North-men shewed themselves in this country. 
From the year 841 , when they appeared for the 
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8 HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION. 

first time at the mouth of the Seine, until the year 
912, the period of the treaty of Saint Claire sur 
Epte, Rouen and its environs presented nothing but 
a scene of carnage, fire, and slaughter. Strangers 
devastating the country ; the villages deserted ; the 
population massacred ; the towns half destroyed ; 
every where discord , hatred , avarice , and rapa- 
city ; all excesses united : such is the picture of 
the country at that period. At last Kollo, is created 
duke of Normandy ; the proud Norwegian , beco- 
mes the benefactor of the country, to which he 
had so long proved a scourge. The population 
reappears ; an active police is established , robbe- 
ries are put a stop to; no more plunderers exist on 
the highways, or thieves in the towns. Rouen rises 
from amidst its ruins, its monuments are repaired, 
its size increases, its political influence becomes 
immense. 

This second boundary is due to Rollo, the first 
duke, and to his son Guillaume Longue-Ep6c. 
They confined the waters of the Seine in a narrower 
bed. Several churches, such as Saint-Martin de la 
Roquette, Saint-Cl6ment, Saint-Etienne and 
Saint-Eloi , which had till then been situated on 
small islands , were united to the maiu land , the 
portion which had been gained from the river 
received the name of Terrcs-Nnives. The limits 
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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION. 9 

of the town remained the same on the north , east 
and west. 

Under the first succeeding dukes, the town 
extended westward, as far as the Old-Market 
place. The porte Cauchoise was erected about the 
beginning of the xith century, that is to say, 
under Richard II. 

The fourth boundary was effected under the 
last dukes. The town extended on the north to 
the height of the rue Pincedos : on the east , to the 
rue de la Chevre. These two streets occupy the 
ground on which the ditches were situated at 
that time. 

A very short time after, Philip-Augustus, who 
had just taken Rouen , and all Normandy from 
Jean-sans-Terrc, caused the old castle to be built, 
which was included within the interior of the 
town, in the middle of the xmth century; the 
fifth boundary was made in the reign of saint 
Louis. Rouen was then enlarged by the greater 
portion of the ground Which forms th e parishes of 
Saint-Patrice , Saint-Nicaise , Saiut-Vivien and 
Saint-Maclou. The gates of Martainville, Saint- 
Hilaire and Bouvreuil were then built. 

A sixth enlargement took place about the 
middle of the xivth century. The monastery of the 
Jacobins, which now forms a portion of the pre- 
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10 HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION, 
lecture, was enclosed within the walls of the town, 
as also the Church of Saint-Peter le Portier, so 
that it obliged them to put the porte Cauchoise 
farther out. On the east , the town was enlarged 
by the quarter of the Marequerie. 

It is not probably to Rollo, the first duke, that 
we owe the institution of the exchequer. The first 
trace of it , is only found under William the Con- 
queror. Perhaps even , it was only known under 
his son Henry I « the King Duke. » Ancient wri- 
ters have thought that an exchequer existed in 
England before the conquest. The learned Madox, 
on the contrary , (vol. I page 177 and folio ving) 
declares, that he has not found in any document 
prior to William’s expedition , the word scacca - 
rtum ( or exchequer ). But he finds it shortly after 
that time , from which it would appear natural to 
conclude that , that institution had been carried 
overby that prince. The exchequer was removed 
sometimes to Rouen , at other times to Caen , and 
sometimes to Falaise. Louts XII fixed this sove- 
reign court at Rouen , in 1499 , and opened it on 
the 1st October of the same year. Francis I raised 
the exchequer into a parliament in the year 1515. 
It was interdicted in the month of August 1540, 
but the 7th January 1541 , it was reinstated. 

Thick walls, deep ditches, and formidable to- 
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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION. 11 

wers, a great many turrets , bastions, casemates, 
and fortified gates, made Rouen an important 
place, before the revolution : omitting the different 
sieges, which it had to sustain from the Normans, 
we must notice in 949 those by Otho, emperor of 
Germany, Louis IV, king of France, and Arnould 
count of Flanders ; that in 1204 by Philip-Augus- 
tus ; 1418, by Henry V, king of England ; that in 
1449 , after which , Charles VII retook the town 
from the English ; lastly, that of 1591, by Henry 
IV. In all these sieges, and many more which I 
have not mentioned , the inhabitants of Rouen 
always gave proofs of great valour and sometimes 
of an unexampled resignation. 

All the fortifications of the town have disap- 
peared since the Revolution ; except a large and 
high tower belonging to the castle built by Philip- 
Augustus, and now included in the convent of the 
Ursulines, rue Morand. The ancient appearance 
of Rouen, is now only found in the interior, in its 
religious monuments and a few houses, which 
time or the hand of man appears to have for- 
gotten. 

Before 1790, Rouen the capital of the province 
of Normandy, contained thirty seven parochial 
churches and about as many religious communi- 
ties of both sexes. It now only contains six paro- 
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12 HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION. 

chial churches, and eight chapels of ease, with a 
church for the use of protestants. 

Rouen is situated on a gentle slope, on the right 
bank of the Seine, which forms the southern 
boundary ; the suburb of Saint-Sever, is situated 
on the left bank. The geographical position of the 
town is the 49° 26* 27” of north latitude and 1° 14* 
16” longitude, from the meridian of Paris. The sun 
rises and sets about five minutes later at Rouen, 
than at Paris. The length of Rouen without the 
suburbs , is one kilometre and three hundred me- 
tres, or not quite a mile, from the south extremity 
of the rue Graud-Pont , to the north extremity of 
the rue Beauvoisine. Its length from east to west 
is two kilometres, from one extremity to the other 
of the places Cauchoise and Saint-Hilaire. The 
circumference of the town does not exceed six 
kilometres or nearly four miles. 

Rouen , by its home and foreign trade, is one 
of the most important towns of France ; the nu- 
merous manufactories which it contains, have 
caused it to be surnamed the Manchester of 
France*. Rouen , is the see of an archbishop, 



1 The principal filatures, manufactories and bleach- 
ing establishments , are situated in the suburb of 
Saint-Sever , and in the valleys of Deville , Ba- 
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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION. 13 

whose metropolitan church has for suffragans the 
bishoprics of Bayeux , Evreux, Seez and Coutan- 
ces. It is the chief place of the second military 
division; the principal town of the departement 
of the Seine-Inferieure. 

There is besides at Rouen , a cour imptriale , 
a tribunal de premttre instance, six courts of 
justices of the peace; a chamber and tribunal 
of commerce , a counsel of prud'hommes for the 
arbitration of small differences , principally 
between the manufacturers and their workmen ; 
boards of direction for the direct and indirect 
taxes , for the customs and for the registry of 
domains , a bank , and a mint. Amongst the 
principal public buildings are a handsome cus- 
tom-house , the exchange , two theatres , two 
museums , one of natural history and one of anti- 
quities, a picture gallery, a public library, a bota- 
nical garden , a slaughter-house , three soldiers' 
barracks , two large hospitals , two magnificent 
lunatic asylums, a large and small seminary, a 
college, nineteen public schools , a great many 

peanme, Maromme, Houlme and Malaunay. Amongst 
the principal stuffs, which are wrought in its manu- 
factories , we must mention its rouenneries , the gene- 
ral name given to all those striped or checked cot- 
ton stuffs which are used for women’s dresses. 

2 
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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION. 



elementary schools for children of both sexes, 
and two principal prisons. 

Lastly, this town has thirty three barriers, four 
covered markets, eight open markets, twenty one 
squares , about seventeen thousand houses , and 
more than four hundred and eighty streets, 
containing a population of about 100,000 inha- 
bitants. 




RELIGIOUS MONUMENTS 



parochial churches. 

Cflrtjfbrol. 

All historians attribute the erection, or at least 
the consecration of the first Christian chapel in 
Ronen to saint Mellon. They agree also in placing 
that chapel on apportion of the ground occupied at 
present by the Cathedral. To point out exactly the 
place, would be next to impossible ; but we must 
necessarily suppose it to the north end of the pre- 
sent edifice. The tower of Saint-Romain, the foun- 
dation of which is probably the remains of one of 
the churches which succeeded each other on this 
spot , and which , is assuredly the most ancient 
part of the whole edifice , would of itself, prove 
what I say . It will not be doubted , when we 
remember that the waters of the Seine, during the 
time of saint Mellon ( 260 to 311 ), and even seven 
centuries afterwards, reached as high as the place, 
which is known at present by the name of la 
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16 PAROCHIAL CHURCHES. 

Calende , that is to say almost at the base of the 
present Cathedral on its southern side. 

The Cathedral , which was pillaged in the year 
841 , was not, according to all probability, des- 
troyed then ; or, we must suppose ( that which is 
hardly possible), that it had been rebuilt in the 
interval before the year 912 , the period of the 
baptism of Rollo in this church. Being exposed to 
continual acts of devastation from pirates, the 
inhabitants fled in all directions, and did not 
think of building temples ; and as Rollo , having 
been baptized in this Cathedral , in the year 912, 
made most magnificent presents immediately after 
the ceremony, it is clear, that the edifice had been 
only plundered and not destroyed. 

About the end of the xth century, Richard 1 
caused the Cathedral to be enlarged. The archbi- 
shop Robert continued the improvements. 

Guillaume le Bdtard placed Maurille in the 
archiepiscopal see, in the year 1055. Maurille 
finished the Cathedral , and caused to be erected 
the stone pyramid which bears his name, and in 
the year 1063 , he dedicated the temple in the 
presence of William, and the bishops of Bayeux, 
Avranches, Lisieux, Evreux, Seez and Coutances. 

In 1117, this Cathedral was struck by the 
electric fluid. 
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In 1200, the metropolitan church was destroyed 
by fire. Jean sans Terre, duke of Normandy and 
king of England , assigned funds for the recon- 
struction of the edifice. 

It is then from that period that the actual Cathe- 
dral dates. 

I need not add that this immense edifice, such 
as we see it at present , is the work of several 
centuries, beginning in the xmth and finishing in 
the xvith, excepting that portion which forms the 
base of the tower of Saint-Romain, and which is 
much more ancient. 

The length of the Cathedral, in the inside, from 
the great portal to the extremity of the chapel of 
the Virgin, is one hundred and thirty-six metres 
( about four hundred and fifty english feet 1 ) ; the 
chapel of the Virgin is Iwenty-nine metres thirty 
centimetres in length; the choir is thirty-six 
metres seventy centimetres, and the nave seventy 
metres. The entire breadth of the edifice from 
one wall to the other is thirty-two metres thirty 
centimetres; namely, the nave nine metres; 
thickness of each pillar , two metres sixty centi- 
metres , each aisle , four metres sixty-six centi- 



1 The metre is equal to 3 english feet and 3 inches, 
or 3 feet 281 parls. 

9 
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metres, the chapels, four metres forty centimetres^ 
The height of the nave is twenty-eight metres; 
that of the aisles, is fourteen metres, the transept 
is fifty-four metres sixty-five centimetres in 
length, by eight metres sixty-five centimetres in 
breadth. In the centre is a lantern, at the height 
of fifty-three metres thirty-three centimetres 
under the key-stone , and it is supported by four 
large pillars, each being twelve metres sixty-six 
centimetres in circumference , and composed of 
thirty one columns, which are grouped together ; 
above the arcades of the nave , there is a very 
narrow gallery. The edifice is lighted by one 
hundred and thirty windows. 

There are amongst the stained glass windows, 
several which deserve to be particularly noticed, 
1 will here point out their places , after the work 
of E.-H. Langlois , on stained glass, and that of 
Gilbert on the Cathedral 1 . 

Left aisle, in going up, opposite the fourth arcade 
of the nave : upper panes occupied by several sub- 



r Historical description of the Cathedral of Rouen, 
by Gilbert. Rouen , Ed. Fr6re, 1837, 8vo. with 3 pla- 
tes. — Essay on ancient and modern painting on 
glass, etc., by E.-H. Langlois. Rouen, Ed. Fr£re , 
1832, 8yo. with 7 plates. 
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jects taken from the life of saint John the Baptist , 
saint Nicolas., etc. We may remark curriers or 
tanners , and, near a sort of gallery supported by 
columns, a stone cutter and a sculptor making the 
capital of a column. A little farther up, we perceive 
a church supported by arches, in the construction 
of which, several masons are busily employed. 
Near it, is a woman kneeling, and holding up 
with both her hands the plan of a gothic window. 

Same aisle, in going up, and opposite the fourth 
arcade of the nave: a window occupied with 
subjects relative to the life of saint Sever. 

Left aisle of the choir, opposite the fourth ar- 
cade : a window entirely occupied with the life of 
saint Julian the Hospitaller. 

Same aisle, between the semi-circular lateral 
chapel and the chapel of the Virgin : two win- 
dows, representing the life of Joseph , the son of 
Jacob. We may still read , although with diffi- 
culty, the name of the painter and glazier. It is 
inscribed on a phylactery , in the following 
manner : 

CLEMENS VITREARIUS CARNOTENSIS M... 

On the other side of the choir, between the cha- 
pel of the Virgin and the semi-circular lateral 
chapel : two windows, one representing the Pas- 
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sion ; the other the life of a saint. He is repre- 
sented almost naked from the head to the waist , 
and on horseback. Semi-circular chapel of the 
southern transept in the corner of the window, the 
martyrdom of saint Laurent. 

Ail these windows date from the end of the 
xmth century. The most curious is that represen- 
ting the life of saint Julian the Hospitaller. 

The Cathedral contains likewise several fine 
specimens of windows of the time of the renais - 
tance. We must remark , especially, those which 
represent the life of saint Romain, in the chapel 
dedicated to th&t bishop and those which decorate 
the chapel of saint Stephen. We perceive, in the 
latter, saint Thomas touching the wound of Jesus- 
Christ; Christ preaching in the desert; Christ 
appearing to Mary-Magdalen ; etc. 

The edifice is also lighted by three large roses 
(circular windows ); two at the extremities of the 
transept and the other above the organ. Of these 
three windows the western is by far the finest. In 
the centre of it , the Eternal Father is represented 
as surrounded by a multitude of angels having 
each different musical instruments, around it are 
ten figures of angels, each holding an instrument 
of the Passion. 

The present organ of the Cathedral is a large 
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(teen feet one , and is placed beneath the wes- 
m circular window. It was made by Lefevre, the 
lebrated organmaker in Rouen , in 1760. 

The choir is surrounded by fourteen pillars, 
(ore 1430, its upper part was only lighted by a 
all number of narrow windows. Since that 
le, it has been lighted by the fifteen large win- 
ws, which we now see. In 1467, under the car- 
nal d’Estouteville , the chapter caused stalls to 
made, which are very curiously sculptured. 
d stone screen , of a style which harmonized 
th the rest of the edifice , formerly ornamented 
i entrance to the choir : In 1777, it was replaced 
the present. This screen , notwithstanding its 
auly, is unfortunately not in a style correspon- 
nt with the rest of the church. The upper gallery 
surmounted by a gilt figure of Christ , made of 
Id , by Clodion. Between the pillars, we remark 
to marble altars, each ornamented with a white 
Irble statue. That to the right is the statue of 
e Virgin , a much esteemed sculpture by Le- 
mte. This altar has retained the name autel du 
m (or the altar of the vow) since 1637, on ac- 
unt of a grand procession , which took place at 
at time, to obtain the cessation of the plague, 
le procession , in reentering the church stopped 
fore this altar , on which the civic authorities 
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placed a silver lamp, weighing forty marks. The 
statue to the left is that of saint Cecile, the patro- 
ness of musicians. This sculpture is also from the 
chisel of Clodion. Both altars are ornamented 
with handsome bas-reliefs , the one to the right 
representing, Jesus-Christ placed in the tomb ; that 
to the left , saint Cecile , at the moment of her 
death. 

The actual existence of a library in the Cathe- 
dral , may be traced back as far as the year 1424. 
The canons , caused to be erected , for that pur- 
pose, over the cellar of the chapter house, the large 
building which we see at present. It was about 
thirty-three metres long by eight metres broad. 
They ascended to it by a handsome gothic stair- 
case , erected by order of the cardinal William 
d’Estouteville, during the second half of the xvth 
century, and placed in the corner of the northern 
transept. This library was plundered and destro- 
yed by the calvinists, in 1562, but , was restored 
by the archbishop Francis de Harlay. 

In 1788, the chapter ordered an additional story 
to be built over the library, destined to receive 
the record of the church. The higher portion of the 
staircase which conducts to this story, was erected 
in 1789, and in the same style as the rest of it. 

As far as 1112 , the Cathedral possessed several 
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manuscripts , which were destroyed in the fire of 

1200. 

A great portion of the books of the Cathedral 
are now deposited in the public library at the 
town-hall. 

There are twenty-five chapels in the circumfe- 
rence of the Cathedral. The most spacious, and 
the first to the right on entering , is that of saint 
Stephen , la grande iglite whose painted windows 
we have spoken of already. It was formerly the 
Parish church of Notre-Dame. 

At the extremity of this aisle of the nave in 
going up , is the chapel of petit saint Romain 9 
where the tomb of Rollo , the first duke , is 
situated. This prince had formerly been buried 
in the sanctuary, near the great altar, which', 
at the time , was situated at the higher end of 
the present nave. The altar having been removed 
farther back , the remains of Rollo were depo- 
sited in the corner arcade where they now are. 
Above the arcade is an inscription on a table of 
black marble , of which the following is a trans- 
lation : 

Here lies Rollo , the first duke , the founder and 
father of Normandy, of which he was at first the ter- 
ror and the scourge, but afterwards the restorer. Bap- 
tised in 912 by Fra neon , archbishop of Rouen, and 
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died in 917 >. His remains had formerly been deposited 
in the ancient sanctuary, where is at present the upper 
end of the nave. The altar having been removed to 
another place, the remains of the prince were depo- 
sited here, by the blessed Maurille, archbishop of 
Rouen, in the year 1063. 

On the opposite aisle, and exactly opposite the 
chapel we have just left, is that of Saint-Anne. 
The remains of Guillaume Longue-fip6e, the son 
and successor of Rollo, who was assassinated in 
an island of the Somme , by order of Arnould , 
count of Flanders , are deposited in this chapel. 
His remains are placed like those of his father, in 
an arched corner, above which , is the following 
inscription , which we translate thus : 

Here lies Guillaume Longue-fepde , son of Rollo , 
duke of Normandy, killed by treason in the year 944. 
His remains had formerly been deposited in the ancient 
sanctuary, where is at present the upper end of the 
nave. The altar having been removed to an other 
place , the remains of the prince were deposited in 
this place by the blessed Maurille, in the year 1063. 

What has become of those funeral monuments, 
erected formerly in the choir of the Cathedral, in 
honour of kings, princes or warriors? Who will 

« Rollo did not die 1*11 the year 931 or 932. 
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assure us that the inscriptions placed at present 
in the sanctuary, point out to us, the illustrious 
dead whose tombs we seek ? Where the heart of 
Charles V, which was deposited in the middle of 
the sanctuary? That of Richard Coeur de Lion, to 
the right of the high altar ? The remains of Bed- 
ford , the son, the brother and the uncle of kings, 
of that Bedford , who , according to Pommeraye, 
was interred to the left of the high allar , and 
whose tombstone they now shew us, behind* the 
altar, which tells us that he was interred on the 
right side of it? Of all the tombs which existed 
formerly in the choir of the Cathedral , there re- 
mains but three modern inscriptions on marble 
slabs, which have been placed by chance. These 
three incriptions are those of Richard Coeur de 
Lion , Henry the Younger one of his brothers, and 
the duke of Bedford. On the 30th of july 1838, 
being guided by historical traditions, they had the 
idea to dig at the spot marked by the inscription 
to Richard , and discovered the statue which for- 
merly decorated his tomb. This statue, which is 
hewn out of a single block of very fine free stone, 
is two metres seventeen centimetres long , and 
represents king Richard in a recumbent pos- 
ture, his head supported by a square cushion, 
wearing a crown enriched with precious stones; 

3 
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his feet are sapported by a crouching lion. In his 
left hand was a sceptre of which we only see the 
remains; the right hand has disappeared. The 
prince’s mantle descends nearly to his ancles, in 
wide folds. It is oyer a tunic which reaches up to 
the neck , and which is bound round the body , by 
an embroidered belt of which the end hangs in 
front below the knee. These researches were con- 
nued on the 31st of july, and the heart of Richard 
was* found ; it was enclosed in a double box of 
lead , and what must leave uo doubt of this pre- 
cious discovery, the following inscription in letters 
of the time was engraved on the lid of the box : 

$\c : jocft : cor : Rkjjarbt : regt* : 

3tnglorum : 

The heart has been provisionally deposited in a 
private press in the sacristy, and the statue in the 
chapel of Christ , on the left of the choir. These 
researches were skilfully directed by M. Deville. 

Let us now enter the chapel of the Virgin , and 
admire the treasure which it contains. 

To the left on entering , is a monument of stone, 
without inscription or statue. It is that of Peter de 
Br6z6 , count of Maulevrier, grand senechal of 
Anjou , Poitou and Normandy. He was killed at 
the battle of Montlhery, the 16th july 1465. This 
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monument is remarkable for its graceful propor- 
tions , its elegance and the delicacy of its archi- 
tecture. It is composed of two pilasters of the ara- 
besque style, supporting a pointed arcade, sur- 
mounted by a pediment; the whole of it is in open 
work and decorated on all sides with the initials 
PB, in gothic letters. The niche of the tomb is 
about one m£tre sixty five centimetres wide by 
about one metre thirty five centimetres deep. Its 
height is two metres two centimetres to the key 
of the vault , and decorated with a shield bearing 
the arms of the deceased ; the same shield , deco- 
rate the three pannels of the base of the monument. 
The entire height of the mausoleum is five metres 
sixty five centimetres. The points of the two pilas- 
ters rise ninety five centimetres above the rest ; 
which would make the total height of the monu- 
ment of about six metres sixty centimetres. 

The name of Peter de Br6z6, is honourably 
mentioned in our anna Is at the time of the conquest 
of Normandy. It was he who received the capitu- 
lation of the castles of Harcourt , Gisors, Ch&teau- 
Gaillard. It was he , who first entered Rouen , 
when that town opened its gates to Charles VII 1 . 



» Monuments of the cathedral of Rouen , by A. De- 
ville. Rouen , N. Periaux , 1837, 8ro , with 12 plates. 
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The statue of Peter de Brez6 and that of his wife, 
Jeanne du Bec-Crespin, were formerly on the 
monument ; but they do not now exist , and no 
one knows when they have been taken away. 

Next to it, is the monument of Louis de Breze, 
grand-son of the latter, who died in july 1531 . 
The celebrated Diana of Poitiers caused this 
mausoleum to be raised to his memory. The body 
of the monument is supported by four columns of 
black marble , with capitals and bases of white 
alabaster. Between these colums is a coffin , on 
which the white marble statue of the grand sene- 
chal , is laid , The deceased is stretched on his 
back , his features are convulsed : one may see 
that he has just expired. The body is quite naked, 
the left hand is laid on his breast. The cenotaph is 
of black marble. The perfection of this sculpture 
is the cause of its being attributed to the celebrated 
Jean Goujon. Behind this statue , there was for- 
merly another of the same personage, he was 
represented in the dress of a count , with the collar 
of Saint-Michael , and a crown on his head. We 
now only find the marks of the fixtures which 
fastened it to the monument. At each end of the 
recumbent figure, are two statues of women in 
alabaster. Diana of Poitiers in the dress of a 
widow, with her arms crossed , is kneeling at the 
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head. At the feet, is that of the Virgin holding the 
infant Jesus : it was according to general opinion, 
in the time of Pommeraye 1 , who speaks of pain- 
tings, figures, tapers and chaplets suspended 
round the latter statue. There were two inscrip- 
tions, one in prose, the other in verse. Both were 
erased at the revolution, but they have been 
replaced since; the following is a copy of the 
prose one : 

Loys de Bresz6, en son vivant cheualier de l’ordre, 
premier cbambellan du Roy, grand seneschal , lieute- 
nant-g£n£ral et gouverncur pour ledict sieur, en ses 
pays et duch£ de Normendie, capitaine de cenlgenlilz 
homines de la maison dudict sieur et de cent hommes 
d'armes de ses ordonnances, Capitaine de Rouen et de 
Caen , comle de Maulgurier, baron de Mauny et du 
Bec-Crespin , seigneur chastellain de Nogent leRoy. 
Ennet , BrGval et Mouchauvet. Apr£s avoir vescu par 
le cours de nature en ce monde en vertu , jusques a 
l’aage de lxxii ans, la mort l’a faict meltre en ce tom- 
beau pour retourner viurc perp^tuellement. Lequel 
d£c£da le dymence xxiii® jour de juillet mil v c *» trente 
ung. 1531. 

A third inscription , is seen at the upper corner 
of the left side : 



i Hist, de la cathtdrale de Rouen , 1086 , in-4. 

3. 
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Hoc, Lodoice, tibi posuit Brezcee sepulchrum , 
Pictonis amisso mcesta Diana viro , 

Indivulsa tibi quondam et fidissima conjux , 
lit fuit in thalamo , sic erit in tumulo. • 

Some witty people have remarked that the 
duchess of Valentinois spoke truly, and that she 
was as faithful in one case as in the other. 

Above the entablature , the equestrian statue, 
of the senechal,in white marble is placed. On 
each side of the arcade, which contains this statue, 
are four cariatides crowned with flowers, and 
representing : the two to the right, prudence and 
glory; those to the left, victory and faith. On the 
frieze , under some figures bearing festoons , we 
find this motto : tant grate chevre que mat giste. 
The coping is an attic forming a niche, in which is 
placed an alabaster statue ; it holds a sword and 
represents power, according to some, justice and 
prudence, according to others. 

In the frieze above the figure is the following 
inscription : In virtute tabernaculum ejus. The 



1 O Louis de Br£z6 , Diana of Poitiers , afflicted by 
the death of her husband , has raised this monument 
to your memory, she was your inseparable compa- 
nion , your very faithful spouse in the conjugal slate * 
and will be equally so in the tomb. 
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cornice is terminated by two goats supporting the 
armorials of the senechal.The whole of the frieze 
is of alabaster, while the architrave and cornice 
are of black marble. This mausoleum , which is 
one of the most remarkable productions of the 
arts, under Francis I , is attributed to Jean Cousin, 
or to a sculptor not less celebrated , Jean Goujon. 

The monument of the cardinals of Amboise , 
which is more splendid , but not of so pure a style, 
decorates the right side of the chapel : it is placed 
in the thickness of the wall. After working for 
seven years without interruption, it was at last 
completely finished in 1525, under the archbishop 
d’Amboise, the second of the name : we say arch- 
bishop , because at that time the prelate had not 
been invested with the roman purple. The bodies 
of these two cardinals are not deposited in this 
monument ; they are interred in a vault at the 
foot of it and which is only large enough to con- 
tain the two leaden coffins, which are supported 
on iron bars. The sepulchre was violated during 
the revolution , and the coffins carried off. On the 
lower part of the monument, are six beautiful 
little statues , in niches separated by pilasters, 
representing faith , charity, prudence, power, jus- 
tice and temperance. All these statues are of white 
marble. On the tomb , which is of black marble, 
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the two cardinals George d’Amboise uncle and 
nephew are placed. They are kneeling on cushi- 
ons; their heads uncovered and their hands joined. 
The expression of prayer and piety is perfect in 
the two figures, especially in that of George 
d’Amboise I. At their feet and on the front of the 
cenotaph, we find the following inscription , in a 
single line, which only concerns the cardinal- 
minister : 

Pastor eravn cleri , popvli pater , avrea sese 
Lilia subdebant qvercus ' et ipsa michi. 

Mortvvs en iaceo , morte extingvvntvr honor es; 

At virtvs t mortis nescia , morte viret. 

On the ground of the monument Is a bas-relief 
representing the patron of the two prelates, saint 
George, overcoming the dragon. On the sides, are 
eight different figures, amongst whfch, we discover 
the virgin , several saints , and more particularly 
saint Romain , archbishop of Rouen during the 
first half of the vnth century. A voussure orna- 
mented with sculptures, as remarkable for their 
good taste as for the richness of their ornaments, 
supports an attic, where we find the statues of the 



1 That is to say that the pope Julius II was of the 
house of Rovere ( Querctis ) . 
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twelve apostles, two and two, in elegant niches 
separated by pilasters. 

These three monuments are not only remar- 
kable for their magnificence and for the recollec- 
tions they awaken , they have another attraction, 
as history of the art at the time when the gothic 
stylo was giving place to that of the renaissance. 

These monuments were renewed in 1838, in 
great perfection by M. Ubaudi , sculptor of Paris. 

The remains of cardinal Cambac6r6s, who died 
at Rouen , on the 25th of October 1818, are depo- 
sited in the little vault at the foot of the monument 
of the cardinals of Amboise. 

The altar of this chapel is decorated with a very 
fine picture by Philip de Champagne, representing 
the Adoration of the shepherds. This picture is 
much esteemed by painters and connoisseurs. The 
cathedral possesses also several other remarkable 
pictures; we distinguish amongst others, an 
Annunciation , by Letellier of Vernon, nephew 
of the celebrated Poussin : it is placed in the 
second chapel of the left aisle , on entering by the 
great portal. To the right and left of the choir , we 
find a Samaritan , by Charles Tardieu , and The 
lying in the sepulchre , by Poisson. 

On the right , in leaving the chapel of the vir- 
gin , is a monument concerning which until recen- 
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tly, there were only conjectures. It is the statue 
of a bishop stretched on his back and under an 
arcade. On the lower part of the sepulchre, are 
mutilated bas-reliefs, which one might suppose, 
were intended to represent a synod. At least , we 
may distinguish several personages seated , hold- 
ing books in their hands and a bishop in the midst 
of them as if presiding. On the upper part we 
remark angels bearing away the soul of the de- 
ceased, represented by the body of a young 
child. 

Mr. A. Deville, in his work on the Monuments 
of the cathedral of Rouen , has proved that this 
monument was that of Maurice, archbishop of 
Rouen , who died in 1235. 1 must not pass over the 
popular tradition, however ridiculous it may 
appear, which is attached to this monument. This 
tradition says, that the body of the personage laid 
under this stone, is that of a bishop who, in a fit 
of passion , had killed his servant with the blow 
of a soup-ladle. The people add , that the bishop 
repenting, wished not to be interred in the 
church ; but at the same time he forbad them to 
bury him outside of it , and it was to obey this 
ambiguous order that they made him a tomb in 
the thickness of the wall. 

Not far from the chapel of the Virgin , in the 
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right aisle , on looking eastward , we find the sa- 
cristy. We should stop a moment before its stone 
partition with its iron door : they are both much 
esteemed works of the end of the xvth century. 
The partition wall is due to the liberality of Philip 
de la Rose, chief-archdeacon , and was erected in 
the year 1473 according to Farin , but 1479 accor- 
ding to Pommeraye *. 

Leaving now the inside of the cathedral let us 
examine the exterior of this admirable edifice. 
Here , details are impossible ; we must see the 
whole mass, to form an idea of it. Who could 
number so many pieces of sculpture, capitals, 
sculptured galleries , bas-reliefs , and ornaments, 
which are multiplied under all forms? Historical 
explanations are those only which can be offered 
to the reader. We may add , that they are the 
most useful , since the rest is an affair of the eyes. 
The whole of the western facade, comprehended 
between the two front towers, is from the munifi- 
cence of cardinal d’Amboise I. The building com- 
menced on the 12th of june 1509, and was finished 
in 1530. The bas-reliefs, which decorate thedoor- 



1 Mr. Deville makes the dates between the years 
1480 to 1482 , according to the manuscript capitulary 
register of the cathedral. 
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ways under the three entrances from the porch , 
were more or less mutilated by the calvinists in 
1562. That on the right is now scarcely to be 
recognized : that of the great portal represents the 
genealogical tree of Jesse , or of the family of the 
Virgin ; that on the left , the beheading of John 
the Baptist ; the latter porch suffered considerably 
from a frightful storm, which took place in 
1683'. 

The tower, which terminates the facade to the 
north, bears the name of Saint-Romain. Its foun- 
dation is the most ancient part of the whole edifice ; 
the rest was built later and at different periods. 
The whole was terminated in 1477, under the 
cardinal d’Estouteville. Before the revolution the 
tower of Saint-Romain contained eleven bells, 
there were four others in the pyramid , and only 
one in the Butter Tower, but which was heavier 
than all the others and of which 1 shall speak. 

The tower, which terminates the facade to the 
squth, is named the butter tower ( Tour de Beurre), 



1 We perceive two buttresses , which have been 
lately erected on each side of the portal , under the 
direction of Mr. Alavoine , to consolidate the front 
of the edifice , which had caused some doubt , as to its 
solidity. 
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because, it was erected with the alms of the faith- 
ful , who, afterwards obtained leave to eat butter 
during Lent. Its height is two hundred and thirty 
feet or seventy seven metres. The first stone was 
laid in the month of November 1485, by Robert de 
Croixmare, archbishop of Rouen. It was nearly 
twenty two years in building , since the edifice, 
according to Pommeraye, w^s only terminated in 
1507. Before its completion , it was consecrated 
(in 1496) by Henry Potin , suffragan to cardinal 
of Amboise I. 

On the *29th of September 1500, this cardinal 
gave 4000 livres , to be used in the casting of a 
bell ; wishing , that it might be the finest in the 
kingdom. The furnaces were already built at the 
foot of the tower, and the mould commenced; 
but, they remembered that the wood work of the 
tower would not be strong enough to bear such a 
colossus. The mould was broken, and they made 
another which was smaller. The operation was 
commenced on monday the 2nd of August 1501 , 
at eight o'clock in the evening, after a general 
procession round the Cathedral and the archbi- 
shop's palace. The circumference of this bell was 
thirty feet, its height ten feet and it weighed 
36,000 pounds. It is said that the founder, John 
le Machon, of Chartres, who cast it , was so satis- 

4 
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fied with having succeeded in this enterprise, that 
he died of joy twenty six days after. 

On the visit of Louis XVI to Rouen , in 1786, 
the bell called George d’Amboise was cracked. In 
1793, it was converted into cannons. Some pieces 
hearing the following inscription were made into 
medals and are now very rare. 

MONUMENT DE VAN1TE 
DETRUIT POUR L’UTILIT^ 

l’an ii de l’£galit£. 

MONUMENT OF VANITY 
DESTROYED FOR UTILITY 
THE SECOND YEAR OF EGALITY. 

The door of the librarians , at the northern 
extremity of the transept , has been named so , 
from the booksellers’ shops formerly situated 
on each side of the court. Commenced in 1280, 
this portal was only finished in 1478. It was 
the usual entrance of great personages, excepting 
the king and the princes of the blood , who 
entered the church by the great west front. 
The bas-relief over the door had been left im- 
perfect : the two lower compartments are the 
only ones which have been completely finished. 
The court , which is before the porch of the libra- 
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rians, was formerly a burying ground. They ceased 
to inter, because a murder had been committed in 
it and it had not been purified. This entrance to 
the chnrch is ornamented with an infinite number 
of bas-reliefs , some representing subjects from 
the bible , others extremely comical and even 
licentious ; several of these sculptures have of late 
been cleaned to be moulded. To the left, when 
facing the door, we perceive a man without his 
head , negligently leaning on his elbow : in his 
right hand a head is seen, which is that of a pig. 

If we wish to view the northern side, we must 
enter the cour d'Albane '. The collateral chapels 
are lighted by nine windows, which are sur- 
mounted by different ornaments. We also per- 
ceive, on some of the lower windows of the tower 
of Saint-Romain , the round arch of the xith 
century; from which one may conjecture that 
this portion of the tower was spared from the 
conflagration , in the year 1200. This cour d'Al- 
bane leads to the old cloister of the church , 
which deserves to be seen by the antiquarian. 

The porch of the Calende , was built at the 



1 So called from the college of the same name 
founded by Pierre de Colmicu , archbishop of Rouen 
and cardinal of Albe. 
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same period as that of the booksellers , and is 
nearly disposed in the same manner. Above 
the door, we distinguish a large bas-relief, which 
is divided into three compartments; the lower 
one, says Mr. Gilbert, represents Joseph sold by 
his brethren ; that in the middle, the funeral of 
Jacob; and the upper one Jesus-Christ on the 
cross. To the right and left of the porch, are 
several large statues, which are more or less 
mutilated , and a profusion of bas-reliefs , most 
of which represent the history of Joseph. 

The facade of this porch , like that of the book- 
sellers , is accompanied by two square towers of 
handsome proportions , and having large pointed 
windows. 

On the tower which still exists in the centre, 
there was formerly a handsome pyramid of three 
hundred and ninety six feet in height, a monu- 
ment of the talents of Kobert Becquet and of the 
liberality of cardinal d’Amboise, the second of the 
name. It was commenced in the month of June 
1542, and terminated in the month of August 1544. 

This beautiful pyramid was destroyed by fire , 
on the 15th of September 1822; at seven o’clock 
in the morning it had already fallen ; two hours 
after , the roof of the choir , that of the transept 
and the third part of the roof of the nave , had 
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equally fallen in. The melted lead of the roof 
was bought by Mr. Firmin Didot and converted 
into types for printing. 

We cannot give too much praise to the zeal 
of Mr. de Vansay , prefect of (he department at 
that time : the misfortune happened on the 15th 
September , and already on the 26th of the same 
month ,, the gouvernment having been informed 
and solicited by that magistrate, ordered Mr. 
Alavoine , one of the best french architects 1 to 
go to Rouen, and confer with the prefect on 
the means of remedying the havoc caused by 
the Are. Early in the year 1823, the roofs of 
an aisle had already been repaired ; and a por- 
tion of the nave had been covered with lead , by 
the 15th march of the same year. The roofs of 
the choir and of the whole transept, were also 
soon repaired ; but , for these parts , a copper 
covering was preferred as being more solid and 
less liable to be destroyed. The raising and 
renewing of the lantern was terminated in 1829. 

From this new platform , the pyramid will rise 
majestically in the air, and of it we already 
discover thirteen floors ( the pyramid will be 
completed with one more ) , each of four metres 



• Dead in 1 83i and now replaced by Mr. Barlhelemy. 

4. 
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fifty centimetres , that is to say a height of fifty 
eight metres , or about one hundred and eighty 
feet. The spire of the church was first erected 
of stone, but was overthrown by the electric fluid, 
after that, it was twice built of wood and both 
times it became the prey of the flames ; to rebuild 
it with wood would have been gathering materials 
for a third fire , but now it is made of c#st iron 
and in open work. At the summit of the spire , 
there will be a small lantern surrounded by a 
gallery for the purpose of meteorological' obser- 
vations. The total weight of the spire, when com- 
pleted, will be 600,000 kilogrammes, or about 
1 ,200,000 pounds. It is composed of 2,540 pieces, 
not including 12,879 iron pins 1 . In short , this ma- 
gnificent pyramid will reach an elevation of 436 
feet ( one hundred and forty two metres ) ; that 
is to say 40 feet ( thirteen metres ) higher than 
the former, and will only be 13 feet ( four metres, 
twenty one centimetres) less than the highest 
pyramid of Egypt 2 . 



1 The whole of these pieces of iron were cast at 
the foundery at Conches , a small town , which is 
situated at about 00 kilom. from Rouen , and the 
expense is valued at 1,000,000 francs. 

a For the description of the archbishop s palace , 
see the chapter concerning the civil monuments. 
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Samt-<fl>uen, 

The abbey of Saint-Quen , is the roost ancient 
in Rouen and in the whole province of Normandy. 

Founded in 533 , during the reign of Clotaire I 
and the episcopate of Flavins, the sixteenth arch- 
bishop of Rouen , ( comprehending saint Ni- 
eaise ) , this abbey flourished particularly under 
the illustrious prelate , whose name it bears and 
Who enriched it with his patrimony. 

The 14th of May, in the year 841 , the Normans 
landed at Rouen ; the following day they burned 
the abbey of Saint-Ouen. 

Rollo, having become a Christian, and the pea- * 
ceable possessor of Normandy, ordered the abbey 
to be repaired , and had the relics restored which 
the monks had carried off, to secure them from 
the profanation of the Normans. 

The monastery soon took the name of Saint- 
Ouen , instead of that of Saint-Peter, by which it 
was previously known. 

The dukes Richard I and Richard 11 followed 
the example of Rollo , and continued the restora- 
tion of the abbey. 

Such was the reputation of this monastery, that 
the emperor Otho , who had laid siege to the town 
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during the reign of Richard 1 , surnamed Sans - 
Peur, demanded a safe conduct to come and per- 
form his devotions at Saint-Ouen. 

Nicolas , son of Richard III , and the fourth 
abbot under William the Conqueror, caused the 
edifice , which had subsisted until then , to be de- 
molished , and laid the first stone of a new church 
in 1046. Nicolas died too soon to complete the work; 
it was not finished until the year 1226 , by Wil- 
liam Balot , the sixth abbot , who caused it to be 
dedicated in the same year, on the 17th of October, 
by Geoffroy, archbishop of Rouen. 

The cloister and other buildings necessary for 
the use of the monks were finished under Rain- 
froid , the seventh abbot ; but , in 1236 , only ten 
years after the completion of this church , the 
work of eighty years was destroyed by fire in 
one day. 

Through the liberality of the empress Mathilda 
and Henry II , her son , the monks of Saint-Ouen 
succeeded in rebuilding their monastery ; but it 
was again completely destroyed by fire in 1248. 

At last , the celebrated Jean (John) or Roussel 
Marc d' Argent , the twenty-fourth abbot, was 
elected in 1303. Fifteen years later, he laid the 
first stone of the present magnificent church, 
which is so generally admired. In one and twenty 
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